Tips for Using My MGA for
Maryland Legislative Testimony



Steps to Give Testimony on a Bill

* Head to the Maryland Legislative Site https://mgaleg.maryland.gov/mgawebsite/

e Set up your own My MGA account. You'll need an email and a password.

* Look up when hearings are scheduled for your bill in both the senate and the house.
— If the bill has been written and is online, take some time to read the bill.

* Sign-in and Sign up for testimony

Note: You will not see any way to be a witness on your bill until 8:00am on the hearing sign-

up day.

— House sign-up occurs two days before a hearing and must be done between 8:00am and
6:00pm (Set your alarm to remind yourself) https://mgaleg.maryland.gov/pubs-
current/current-ent-fags.pdf

— Senate sign-up occurs two days before a hearing and must be done between 8:00am
and 6:00pm https://mgaleg.maryland.gov/pubs-current/current-eee-fags.pdf

— Are you planning to submit written testimony? Do you also want to provide oral
testimony? Do you want to do that in-person or remotely? These are all options when
you provide testimony.

* For oral: Be sure to show up. Testimony begins at 1pm, but you may have to wait until your
bill is discussed. Plan to be available the whole afternoon.
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Written and Oral Testimony

Written:

Be sure to put your name, address, and organization if you’re representing one.
Include the bill number, hearing date, senate or house committee, and position at the top of the
page.
* HBXYZ or SBZYX
* Date of Hearing
* Committee hearing the bill (e.g. EEE, GLE, ENT)
* Position: e.g. FAV, FAV with amendments, UNFAV, Informational
Repeat your position (e.g. favorable, favorable with amendments) in your first sentence
Sign your name

Save it as a PDF! Include the bill number, your name/organization, position in the name of the file.
E.G. HBXYZ_ SierraClub_FAV (Note only approved testimony may be submitted on behalf of Sierra
Club)

Oral, we are limited to 4 people in favor.

You only have 2 minutes for testimony, use it wisely
Be respectful
Write it out or at least write your main points

Practice to be sure you can say what you wish in the limited time. You may be permitted to finish
your sentence when the bell chimes, but that’s it.

If you provide facts, be prepared to support them with the reputable source.
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Use This Bill Tracker to Learn More About the Bill
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Witness Sign-up
Your bill will show up here on the day you are permitted to register
as a witness. Scroll to find your bill. House bills are below.
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Check to Be Sure You’ve Registered Correctly Before
Signing Out
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